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must have willed it. Calvin admitted only one
will in the universe; and by that will, not by
man's own will, still less by man's own acts,
was he saved or damned.
The third essential in the Calvinist spirit
is the doctrine of " conversion." The indi-
vidual knows by a personal revelation, vouch-
safed to him privately at a particular moment,
that he is one of God's elect, predestined to
glory and beatitude, while around them are the
great mass of those whom God has condemned
to eternal misery.
To all this add Calvin's doctrine of church
government. Calvin being a Frenchman, and
therefore alive with the power and desire to
organize a complete system, determined to erect
against the universal Catholic Church a new
church which should be the guardian of these
new truths whereof he was the prophet. That
church of Calvin's we know now to-day as the
Presbyterian organization. It is important to
remember that of those who came under the
influence of the Calvinist spirit only a certain
proportion, indeed a minority, adhered to its
full scheme; many, including Cromwell himself,
were sharply opposed to the idea of a strictly
disciplined religious organization for the protec-
tion and propagation of a new religion. They